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and refuse to die, so as to suit themselves to the
average figures of Europe.

* Of males between 30 and 40 only one in
twelve, and of males between 40 and 60 only
one in twenty, is unmarried. Of females only
one-third are celibate, and of these three-quarters
are under the age of ten, while in England two-
thirds of both sexes are single. Though their
religions allow, the Mahomedan four wives, and the
Hindu a second, in cases where the first, spouse is
childless, the people of India are practically mono-
gamous, there being only ion wives to every 1000
husbands.

Of every thousand of the population, one male in
10, and one female in 144, are literate, and of the
great provinces the order of literacy is Burma first,
Madras second, Bombay and Bengal, the old un-
divided province, third. Cochin and Travancore
occupy a higher place in respect of education than
any province in India proper.

The registration of vital statistics in India is
but thirty years old. Fever, chiefly malarial, carries^
off more victims than plague, the mortality from
which is comparatively trifling, the relative figures
being 19 to 2 per cent. Nevertheless, in conse-
quence of the inveterate ignorance of India which
prevails in Britain, agitators succeed in representing
that the population is being carried off wholesale by
plague, which they boldly ascribe to the starvatiprj,